Teaching Critical Thinking: a 21st century skill
	
	М.М. Досумова,
методист по учебным дисциплинам 
КГУ «Отдел образования г. Петропавловска»

КГУ «Управление образования акимата

Северо-Казахстанской области»;
учитель английского языка 

КГУ «Средняя школа № 2» г.Петропавловска


Заманауи білім беру үдерісінде табыс пен мансапқа, өзінің өмірлік және кәсіби жолының нәтижелі сценарийлерін құруға бағдарланған білім алушының ынталы, бастамашыл тұлғасын тәрбиелеу мәселелері барған сайын өзекті болуда. Мақалада сыни ойлауды қалыптастыру үшін ағылшын тілі сабақтарындағы жұмыстың түрлі тиімді нысандары сипатталған.
В современном образовательном процессе всё большую актуальность приобретают вопросы воспитания мотивированной, инициативной личности обучающегося, ориентированного на успех и карьеру, на построение продуктивных сценариев своего жизненного и профессионального пути.  В статье описаны различные эффективные формы работы на уроках английского языка для формирования навыков критического мышления.
In our country, the education system has been undergoing major reforms recently. These reforms require teachers to be prepared for the emerging changes. It is important to note that the category of “critical thinking” is quite new in Kazakhstani didactics, but the significance of the development of this process is recognized by the leading methodologists of the country.
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1. Richard Paul’s substantive trans-disciplinary conception of critical thinking (The Critical Thinking Community)
‘Critical thinking is that mode of thinking about any subject, content or problem in which the thinker improves the quality of his or her thinking by skillfully taking charge of the structures inherent in thinking and imposing intellectual standards upon them’. [1, 217].
This definition is interesting because it draws attention to a feature of critical thinking on which teachers seem to be largely agreed, that the only realistic way to develop one’s critical thinking ability is through ‘thinking about one’s thinking’ (often called ‘metacognition’), and consciously aiming to improve it by reference to some model of good thinking in that domain. 

Critical thinking is a practical and scientific method of intellectual ability which characterized by a high level of perception, understanding, objectivity; this method enables people to evaluate and assess information in a new way. 


The person who developed critical thinking skills is able to:

· determine the discrepancy of the person’s statement (thought) or behavior with accepted norms and rules, taking into account his own point of view;

· recognize the validity and fallacy, understand the irrationality  of the statement;

· recognize the false and truths, prove and disprove his point of view, analyze, evaluate the relevance of information. 
People use their traditional way of thinking while they are dealing with the phenomena of material world. But when humans face with thoughts, ideas, different sorts of behavior they apply the critical thinking because this reflexive process is directly related to the attitude of communication and the features of personality. Critical thinking has not only a cognitive and motivational meaning, but it also deals with a person’s self-consciousness.
Developing the ability to think critically is an essential life skill; it is also clear that practicing critical thinking strategies should be a daily occurrence in classrooms across Kazakhstan. English classroom is a logical environment in which to explicitly teach and practice critical thinking with the goal of developing life-long habits of mind [2, 45].
Critical thinking is recognized as one of twelve 21st century skills, those skills that are needed in the age of the internet. This talk examines different ways students can be encouraged to think critically.
The first step is to get learners to ‘think about their own thinking’ (metacognition): to be objective about, for example, their own decision-making processes, study habits or cognitive biases.
Secondly, a thinking syllabus can be introduced focusing on sub-skills such as: supporting an opinion, solving problems, analyzing data and defining terms.
A third approach is to include practical thinking tasks or activities which can easily be fitted around an existing programme. These include structured discussions, class debates, the analysis of scam emails and advertisements, and linguistic puzzles and quizzes.
Fourthly, critical thinking ‘value’ can be added to language exercises in the classroom, for example by introducing higher order rather than lower questions and teaching grammar inductively rather than deductively.
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           2. Elements of thought – reasoning.
What are 21st century skills?
The learners are very aware what skills they need in today’s world.
‘The term 21st century skills refers to a broad set of knowledge, skills, work habits, and character traits that are believed  by educators, school reformers, college professors, employers, and others to be critically important to success in today’s world, particularly in collegiate programs and contemporary careers and workplaces.’ [3].
	Learning skills

(4 Cs)
	Critical thinking

	
	Creativity

	
	Collaboration

	
	Communication



	Literacy skills

(IMT skills)
	Information literacy
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	Life skills 
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	Flexibility

	
	Leadership

	
	Initiative

	
	Productivity

	
	Social skills


           3. 21st century skills
If we take into consideration Bloom’s Taxonomy, first we are at the bottom of this triangle. Teachers are able to work from Lower Order Thinking skills activities towards Higher Order Thinking skills activities, e.g. group activities, pair discussion, etc. 
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4. Bloom's Taxonomy. 
Critical thinking and communication are extremely important.
There are lots of different strategies to use that allow learners to practice and demonstrate 21st century skills. Below is an array of approaches teachers can use as they work with their class. 
Three Ws – At the end of a lesson, learners are asked to either write or discuss the topic under study by responding to three questions:
What did you learn today?

So What? (What is its relevancy, importance or usefulness?)

Now What? (How does this fit into what we are learning? Does it affect our thinking? Can we predict where we are going?).
He Said… She Said… This is a way for groups of learners to share creative ideas with their classmates. In groups of four, learners are given a task, problem to solve, reaction to a situation, prediction of a next step, etc. Each learner jots down his or her answer or opinion and then each group member shares his or her idea with the entire group. When the time comes for groups to share their best thinking, individual group members can point to a learner to share his or her thinking because that person’s idea was the best response. In short, he said or she said is the best.

The Most … Prior to an assessment, the teacher informs the learners that the assessment will be non-traditional. The learners are informed that they will be expected to respond to a series of open-ended statements about the content they have studied. The learners are given sentence starters so that they can be prepared to write when they arrive in class. Examples of sentence starters are:

· The most interesting thing I remember….

· The most important ideas I learned…

· The most useful information was…

· The most unusual thing that inspired my creativity was…

· The most surprising piece of information was…

· The most unforgettable class was…

· The most important idea that caused me to really think more deeply was…

· The most essential idea that caused me change my thinking was…

· The learners should also be prepared to defend their choices for the completion of each statement.

The learners should also be prepared to defend their choices for the completion of each statement.
TED Talk – TED stands for Technology, Entertainment, and Design. TED talks are 18-minute presentations based on the concept of “ideas worth sharing.” An innovative way to use this strategy in the classroom is to have learners to present TED talks to their classmates. The time for the talk may be limited (perhaps five minutes) during which learners can volunteer to share their thinking with their classmates. The strategy may be used as a type of assessment giving learners the option of writing and delivering (or filming themselves for a You Tube video) a TED talk in lieu of a more traditional assessment.

Cs the Moment – Simply stated, there are a lot of Cs impacting the lives and thinking of our learners. Some of the Cs that are in current educational literature include critical thinking (and doing), creativity, collaboration, cross-cultural understanding, communication, computing, career and learning self-reliance, and collective knowledge. With a profusion of so many ideas, it can be productive for learners to pause periodically and reflect on a “C” which many writers and prognosticators feel are lifelong skills. Teachers may choose to have the learners self-assess periodically (perhaps quarterly), or ask learners to reflect on a specific skill that the class has been working on (such as communication or collaboration). Teachers can allow learners time to reflect by responding to selected questions:

Which Cs represents my strengths?

Which Cs are areas I need to work on in the future?

Which Cs do I feel are the most important in my future life?

What evidence do I have to show that I am improving on a specific skill?

The learners can then do a piece of writing in which they reflect on where they see themselves in relation to the skill(s), or participate in a group discussion to clarify how the skill(s) will impact their futures.

Sign on the dotted line ‘How I’ll show what I know’
How I’ll show what I know

To demonstrate what I have learned about ________, I will:

___Write a short story

___Write a research paper

___Write and deliver a podcast

___Produce a You Tube video

___Develop a presentation, such as a TED Talk, using technology

___Write a song

___Write an essay

___Other________(Teacher approval required)

This would be a good way to show what I have learned because ______________________________________________________________

To complete my work on this project, I will need help with ______________________________________________________________

The criteria to be used to assess my final produce is
______________________________________________________________
My project will be completed by (date)
______________________________________________________________
My plan and timeline for how I will complete my work is attached.
Learner Signature _______   Date ______

Teacher Signature _______ Date ______

This strategy provides choice for learners in demonstrating their learning through the use of different tasks. They should be matched to the age of the learners so younger learners are given age-appropriate choices and not given over-complicated tasks and older learners are not given tasks which are simplistic and unchallenging.

It is important that teachers explain each skill, and perhaps discuss with their peers what it will look like and sound like when the skill is being practiced or learned because skill development happens over time; it is an-going process. Whenever learners are working on skill development, we need to be explicit about which skill or skills are being addressed. Knowing how and whether learners are improving their skills requires continuous monitoring, providing groups and individual feedback, and allowing learners to reflect on their progress in writing or through conversation. 
For teachers to wisely design and select the instructional methods they use to teach and reinforce 21st century skills, an extensive repertoire of approaches is required so that purposeful decisions can be made to ensure that those skills are embedded in all learning experiences. Providing learners with interesting, unusual, and creative ways to learn will not only make their work more stimulating but they will view their teacher as someone who has a good handle on the 21st century skills as well.
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Intellectual Traits


Intellectual Humanity        Intellectual Perseverance


Intellectual Autonomy       Confidence in Reason


Intellectual Integrity          Intellectual Empathy


Intellectual Courage          Fair mindedness











